very good point is the peculiar intense purple-brown colour of the spores (which are analogous to seeds); the ripe and fully-matured mushroom derives the intense purple-brown colour (almost black) of its gills from the innumerable presence of these spores. To see these spores, and to become acquainted with the peculiar colour, remove the stem from a mushroom, and lay the upper portion, with the gills lowermost, on a sheet of writing-paper; in a few hours the spores will be deposited in a thick, dark, impalpable powder. Several 
